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trust. Faith always has a rational object, which is truth about some 
person, thing, or event. Without at least partial knowledge of truth, faith 
cannot be exercised. 
 
(3) Faith in a complete "mystery" is a contradiction in terms. To be 
believed, truth must be known, at least partially. 
 
(4) The rational faculty of the regenerate person is able to receive the 
truths communicated by the Spirit of God in Scripture and to know them. 
 
(5) Some of the truths of Scripture are clear and easy to understand; 
some others are difficult for our sin-darkened minds to clearly grasp, and 
need study and sound thinking before they can become intelligible. Some 
teachings lie along the surface and can be read and grasped as one runs; 
others lie deeply embedded in the rock and need to be dug out 
painstakingly with great care and skill and patience by one who will sit 
down and work at the task. In the midst of this laborious process 
sometimes even doctrines thought to be great mysteries will open to the 
understanding and yield to a better formulation, and will then be seen as 
having required only some key idea or insight to unlock their beauty and 
utility. 
 
(6) Safeguards against prying into what appear to be impenetrable 
mysteries include fervent prayer, careful study, fruitful contact with 
previous work in the relevant area(s), submission of ideas and proposals 
to the judgment of godly and competent persons, reflection over a period 
of time, and smooth integration of new concepts with knowledge 
previously acquired. When internal resolution of logical difficulties 
and/or external "fit" with all known data cannot be achieved, a proposal 
for penetrability of mysteries should not be abandoned, but temporarily 
laid on the shelf, to be worked on at some future time. 
 
(7) Whenever a doctrine continues to resist further rational penetration, it 
should be remembered that mystery is an appropriate category in 
doctrinal formulation, and that the incomprehensibility of God applies in 
every area of revealed truth. However, I would urge that the category of 
mystery be invoked, not at the beginning of an investigation, but as near 
the end as possible! 
 
Incidentally, this is not intended to be a complete set of guiding 
principles for the rule of reason in doctrinal formulation; it contains only 
a few 
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