
√183 Understanding the Bible  
 
under which it is presented, let us proceed to the question at issue. 
 
Old Testament Experience of Regeneration 
 
If it be admitted that all men born of ordinary generation in the Old 
Testament period were unregenerate in their natural state; if in the same 
breath asserted either that Old Testament believers were not regenerated 
by the Holy Spirit, or that no positive assertion can be made concerning 
Old Testament regeneration; then certain problems arise in regard to 
New Testament statements about the unregenerate state when compared 
to Old Testament characterizations of the state of the Old Testament 
believer. 
 
For example, the New Testament states that the unregenerate man 
perceives the things of God as foolishness and does not receive them (1 
Cor 2:14a); whereas the Old Testament believer is said to delight in the 
Law of the Lord (Ps 1:2), to meditate in it day and night, to hide God's 
Word in his heart (Ps 119:11), to love God's Law (Ps 119:97), to take 
God's testimonies as an heritage forever (Ps 119:111), to rejoice in God's 
Word (Ps 119:162), and to eat God's words (Jer 15:16). The New 
Testament states that the unregenerate man's understanding is darkened 
and characterized by ignorance, and that he cannot know the things of 
the Spirit of God (1 Cor 2:14b), whereas the Old Testament believer is 
said to have light and understanding through the entrance of God's words 
(Ps 119:130), to be enlightened and made wise by the testimony of the 
Lord (Ps 19:7-8), and to understand all things (Prov 28:5). The New 
Testament states that the unregenerate man is an enemy of God (Rom 
5:10) and at enmity with God (Rom 8:7a); whereas the Old Testament 
believer is spoken of as loving the Lord (Ps 116:1), blessing the Lord and 
praising Him (Ps 34:1), magnifying and exalting the Lord (Ps 34:3). And 
Abraham is called the friend of God (Isa 41:8; Jas 2:23). Again, the New 
Testament states that the unregenerate man is not subject to the Law of 
God, and is not able to be (Rom 8:7); whereas the Old Testament 
believer is spoken of as keeping God's Law, seeking His precepts, 
inclining his heart to perform God's statutes (Ps 119:44-45), loving God's 
commandments above gold, and esteeming His precepts to be right (Ps 
119:112-113). Furthermore, the New Testament states that the 
unregnerate man cannot please God (Rom 8:8); whereas the Old 
Testament believer is spoken of as pleasing the Lord (Prov 16:7) and 
through faith pleasing God (Heb 11:5-8, 20-23, 31-33). 
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