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"Article 3. Therefore all men are conceived in sin, and are by nature children of 

wrath, incapable of any saving good, prone to evil, dead in sin, and in bondage thereto; 
and, without the regenerating grace of the Holy Spirit, they are neither able nor willing to 
return to God, to reform the depravity of their nature, not to dispose themselves to 
reformation. 

 
"ArtIcle 4. There remain, however, in man since the fail, the glimmerings of 

natural light, whereby he retains some knowledge of God, of natural things, and of the 
difference between good and evil, and discovers some regard for virtue, good order in 
society, and for maintaining an orderly external deportment. But so far Is this light of 
nature from being sufficient to bring him to a saving knowledge of God, and to true 
conversion, that he Is incapable of using it aright even in things natural and civil. Nay 
farther, this light, such as it is, man in various ways renders wholly polluted, and holds it 
back in unrighteousness; by doing which he becomes inexcusable before God. 

 
"Article 5. In the same light are we to consider the law of the decalogue, 

delivered by God to his peculiar people the Jews, by the hands of Moses. For though it 
discovers the greatness of sin, and more and more convinces man thereof, yet as it 
neither points out a remedy nor imparts strength to extricate him from misery, and thus 
being weak through the flesh, leaves the transgressor under the curse, man can not by 
this law obtain saving grace." 

 
5.  The Westminster Confession of Faith (A.D. 1647), Chapter 6 

 
"I. Our first parents, being seduced by the subtilty and temptation of Satan, 

sinned in eating the forbidden fruit. This their sin God was pleased, according to his wise 
and holy counsel, to permit, having purposed to order it to his own glory. 

"II. By this sin they fell from their original righteousness and communion with 
God, and so became dead in sin, and wholly defiled in all the faculties and parts of soul 
and body. 

"III. They being the root of all mankind, the guilt of this sin was imputed, and the 
same death in sin and corrupted nature conveyed to all their posterity descending from 
them by ordinary generation. 

"IV. From this original corruption, whereby we are utterly indisposed, disabled, 
and made opposite to all good, and wholly inclined to all evil, do proceed all actual 
transgressions. 

"V. This corruption of nature, during this life, doth remain in those that are 
regenerated; and although it be through Christ pardoned and mortified, yet both Itself 
and all the motions thereof are truly and properly sin. 

"VI. Every sin, both original and actual, being a transgression of the righteous law 
of God, and contrary thereunto, doth, in its own nature, bring guilt upon the sinner, 
whereby he is bound over to the wrath of God and curse of the law, and so made subject 
to death, with all miseries spiritual, temporal, and eternal." 

 
6. The Westminster Shorter Catechism (A.D. 1647), Questions 14-19 

 
Question 14. What is sin?  
Answer. Sin Is any want of conformity unto, or transgression of, the law of 

God. 
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