
 
 

Systematic Theology II, Page 269  
 
spirit of Christ, mortifying the works of the flesh and their earthly 
members, and drawing up their minds to high and heavenly things: as 
well because it doth greatly confirm and establish their faith of eternal 
salvation, to be enjoyed through Christ, as because it doth fervently kindle 
their love towards God; and, on the contrary side, for curious and carnal 
persons lacking the spirit of Christ to have continually before their eyes 
the sentence of God's predestination is very dangerous." 

 
In Articles XII and XVI of The Canons of the Synod of Dort (A.D. 1619) the 

following assertions are made: 
"Art. XII. The elect, in due time, though in various degrees and 

indifferent measures, attain the assurance of this their eternal and 
unchangeable election, not by inquisitively prying into the secret and deep 
things of God, but by observing in themselves, with a spiritual joy and 
holy pleasure, the infallible fruits of election pointed out in the Word of 
God; such as a true faith in Christ, filial fear, a godly sorrow for sin, a 
hungering and thirsting after righteousness, etc." 

"Art. XVI. Those who do not yet experience a lively faith in Christ, 
an assured confidence of soul, peace of conscience, an earnest endeavor 
after filial obedience, and glorying in God through Christ, efficaciously 
wrought in them, and do nevertheless persist in the use of the means 
which God hath appointed for working these graces in us, ought not to be 
alarmed at the mention of reprobation, nor to rank themselves among the 
reprobate, but diligently to persevere in the use of means, and with ardent 
desires devoutly and humbly to wait for a season of richer grace. Much 
less cause have they to be terrified by the doctrine of reprobation, who, 
though they seriously desire to be turned to God, to please him only, and 
to be delivered from the body of death, can not yet reach that measure of 
holiness and faith to which they aspire; since a merciful God has 
promised that he will not quench the smoking flax, nor break the bruised 
reed. But this doctrine is justly terrible to those who, regardless of God 
and of the Saviour Jesus Christ, have wholly given themselves up to the 
cares of the world and the pleasures of the flesh, so long as they are not 
seriously converted to God." 

 
The New Hampshire Baptist Confession of 1833, in Article IX  "Of God's Purpose 

of Grace" -- states: 
 

"We believe that Election is the eternal purpose of God, according to 
which he graciously regenerates, sanctifies, and saves sinners; that being 
perfectly consistent with the free agency of man, it comprehends all the 
means in connection with the end; that it is a most glorious display of 
God's sovereign goodness, being infinitely free, wise, holy, and 
unchangeable; that it utterly excludes boasting, and promotes humility, 
love, prayer, praise, trust in God, and active imitation of his free mercy; 
that it encourages the use of means in the highest degree; that it may be 
ascertained by its effects in all who truly believe the gospel; that it is the 
foundation of Christian assurance; and that to ascertain it with regard to 
ourselves demands and deserves the utmost diligence."  
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