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words in a tongue. Brothers, stop thinking like children. In regard to evil be 
infants, but in your thinking be adults. In the Law it is written: 'Through men of 
strange tongues and through the lips of foreigners I will speak to this people, 
but even then they will not listen to me,' says the Lord. Tongues, then, are a 
sign, not for believers but for unbelievers; prophecy, however, is for believers, 
not for unbelievers. So if the whole church comes together and everyone 
speaks in tongues, and some who do not understand or some unbelievers 
come in, will they not say that you are out of your mind? But if an unbeliever or 
someone who does not understand comes in while everybody is prophesying, 
he will be convinced by all that he is a sinner and will be judged by all, and the 
secrets of his heart will be laid bare. So he will fall down and worship God, 
exclaiming, 'God is really among you!' What then shall we say, brothers? When 
you come together, everyone has a hymn, or a word of instruction, a revelation, 
a tongue, or an interpretation. All of these most be done for the strengthening 
of the church . . . . Therefore, my brothers, be eager to prophesy, and do not 
forbid speaking in tongues. But everything should be done in a fitting and 
orderly way." 

 
Dennis and Rita Bennett (pp. 59-60, 84-97) state: 

 
Speaking in tongues is prayer with or in the Spirit: it is our spirit speaking 

to God, inspired by the Holy Spirit. It takes place when a Christian believer 
speaks to God, but instead of speaking in a language that he knows with his 
intellect, he just speaks, in childlike faith, and trusts God to provide the form of 
the words. The regenerated human spirit, which is joined to the Holy Spirit, is 
praying directly to the Father, in Christ, without having to accept the limitations 
of the intellect. 

 
There are two ways speaking in tongues may be manifested. The most 

common is as a devotional language for private edification, needing no 
interpretation (I Cot. 14:2). This has already been discussed in detail. What we 
will be talking about now is the public manifestation of tongues, which should 
be interpreted. We will term this the "gift of tongues". When a baptized-in-the-
Holy-Spirit Christian is inspired to speak in tongues aloud in the presence of 
others, with interpretation of tongues usually following, this is the gift of tongues 
(I Cor. 14:27-28; 12:10). The gift of tongues is delivered or given to the 
listeners, and they are edified by the gift of interpretation which follows. . . . 

There are two main ways the gift of tongues may be expressed in the 
gathered church: 
1.  Through the gift of tongues and interpretation God may be speaking to 

the unbeliever and/or to believers. 
When tongues are a message from God, coming to the unbeliever 

either by his knowing the language (a translation), by the inspired 
interpretation through a believer, or in some rare
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