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To the Trallians 
 
Paragraph 3 -- "In like manner let all men respect the deacons as Jesus Christ, 

even as they should respect the bishop as being a type of the Father and 
the presbyters as the council of God and as the college of Apostles. Apart 
from these there is not even the name of a church." 

 
To the Philadelphians 
 
Paragraph 4 -- "Be ye careful therefore to observe one eucharist (for there is 

one flesh of our Lord Jesus Christ and one cup unto union in His blood; 
there is one altar, as there is one bishop, together with the presbytery and 
the deacons my fellow-servants), that whatsoever ye do, ye may do it 
after God." 

Paragraph 7  -- "I cried out, when I was among you; I spake with a loud voice, 
with God's own voice, Give ye heed to the bishop and the presbytery and 
deacons." 

Paragraph 8 -- "But shun divisions, as the beginning of evils. Do ye all follow 
your bishop, as Jesus Christ followed the Father, and presbytery as the 
Apostles; and to the deacons pay respect, as to God's commandment. 
Let no man do aught of things pertaining to the Church apart from the 
bishop. Let that be held a valid eucharist which is under the bishop or one 
to whom he shall have committed it. Wheresoever the bishop shall 
appear, here let the people be; even as where Jesus may be, there is the 
universal Church. It is not lawful apart from the bishop either to baptize or 
hold a love-feast; but whatsoever he shall approve, this is well-pleasing 
also to God; that everything which ye do may be sure and valid." 

Paragraph 9 -- "It is good to recognise God and the bishop. He that honoureth 
the bishop is honoured of God; he that doeth aught without the 
knowledge of the bishop rendereth service to the devil." 

 
To Polycarp 
 
Greeting -- "Ignatius, who is also Theophorus, unto Polycarp who is bishop of the 

church of the Smyrnaeans or rather who hath for his bishop God the Father and 
Jesus Christ, abundant greeting." 

Paragraph 6 -- "Give ye heed to the bishop, that God also may give heed to you. I am 
devoted to those who are subject to the bishop, the presbyters, the deacons." 

 
(3)  Polycarp Epistle to the Church of the Philippians 

 
Paragraph 5 -- "Wherefore it is right to abstain from all these things (the lusts in the 

world), submitting yourselves to the presbyters and deacons as to God and 
Christ." 

 
(4)  The Teaching of the Apostles (The Didache) 

 
Paragraph 15 -- "Appoint for yourselves therefore bishops and deacons worthy of the 

Lord, men who are meek and not lovers of money, and true and approved; for 
unto you they also perform the service of the prophets and teachers. Therefore 
despise them not; for they are your honourable men along with the prophets and 
teachers."
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