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 (3)  The French Confession of Faith (1559), Article 35 
 

"We confess only two sacraments common to the whole Church, of which 
the first, baptism, is given as a pledge of our adoption; for by it we are grafted 
into the body of Christ, so as to be washed and cleansed by his blood, and 
then renewed in purity of life by his Holy Spirit. We hold, also, that although we 
are baptized only once, yet the gain that it symbolizes to us reaches over our 
whole lives and to our death, so that we have a lasting witness that Jesus 
Christ will always be our justification and sanctification." 

 
(4)  The Belgic Confession (1561), Article 34 -- Of Holy Baptism 

 
"We believe and confess that Jesus Christ, who is the end of the law, 

hath made an end, by the shedding of his blood, of all other sheddings of blood 
which men could or would make as a propitiation of satisfaction for sin; and that 
he, having abolished circumcision, which was done with blood, hath instituted 
the Sacrament of Baptism instead thereof, by which we are received into the 
Church of God, and separated from all other people and strange religions, that 
we may wholly belong to him whose ensign and banner we bear, and which 
serves as a testimony unto us that he will forever be our gracious God and 
Father. Therefore he has commanded all those who are his to be baptized with 
pure water, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost; 
thereby signifying to us, that as water washeth away the filth of the body, when 
poured upon it, and is seen on the body of the baptized, when sprinkled upon 
him, so doth the blood of Christ, by the power of the Holy Ghost, internally 
sprinkle the soul, cleanse it from its sins, and regenerate us from children of 
wrath unto children of God. Not that this is effected by the external water, but 
by the sprinkling of the precious blood of the Son of God; who is our Red Sea, 
through which we must pass to escape the tyranny of Pharaoh, that is, the 
devil, and to enter into the spiritual land of Canaan. Therefore, the Ministers, on 
their part, administer the Sacrament, and that which is visible, but our Lord 
giveth that which is signified by the Sacrament, namely, the gifts and invisible 
grace; washing, cleansing, and purging our souls of all filth and 
unrighteousness; renewing our hearts and filling them with all comfort; giving 
unto us a true assurance of his fatherly goodness; putting on us the new man, 
and putting off the old man with all his deeds." 

 
(5)  The Heidelberg Catechism (1563) 

 
Question 69. How is it signified and sealed unto thee in holy Baptism that 

thou hast part in the one sacrifice of Christ on the cross? 
Answer. Thus: that Christ has appointed this outward washing with water, 

and has joined therewith this promise, that I am washed with his blood and 
Spirit from the pollution of my soul, that is, from all my sins, as certainly as I am 
washed outwardly with water whereby commonly the filthiness of the body is 
taken away. 
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