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Question 72. is, then, the outward washing of water itself the washing 

away of sins? 
Answer. No; for only the blood of Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit cleanse 

us from all sin. 
 
Question 73. Why, then, doth the Holy Ghost call Baptism the washing of 

regeneration and the washing away of sins?  
Answer. God speaks thus not without great cause: namely, not only to 

teach us thereby that like as the filthiness of the body is taken away by water, 
so our sins also are taken away by the blood and Spirit of Christ; but much 
more, that by this divine pledge and token he may assure us that we are as 
really washed from our sins spiritually as our bodies are washed with water. 

 
(6)  The Dordrecht Confession of Faith (1632), Article 7 

 
"Concerning baptism we confess that all penitent believers, who, through 

faith, regeneration, and the renewing of the Holy Ghost, are made one with 
God, and are written in heaven, must upon such scriptural confession of faith, 
and renewing of life, be baptized with water, in the most worthy name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, according to the command of 
Christ, and the teaching, example, and practice of the apostles, to the burying 
of their sins, and thus be incorporated into the communion of the saints; 
henceforth to learn to observe all things which the Son of God has taught, left, 
and commanded His disciples." 

 
(7)  The Westminster Confession of Faith (1647), Chapter 28, section 1 

 
"Baptism is a sacrament of the New Testament, ordained by Jesus Christ, 

not only for the solemn admission of the party baptized into the visible Church, 
but also to be unto him a sign and seal of the covenant of grace, of his 
ingrafting into Christ, of regeneration, of remission of sins, and of his giving up 
unto God, through Jesus Christ, to walk in newness of life: which sacrament is, 
by Christ's own appointment, to be continued in his Church until the end of the 
world." 

 
(8)  The Philadelphia Confession (1688), Chapter 29, section 1 

 
"Baptism is an ordinance of the New Testament ordained by Jesus Christ 

to be unto the party baptized a sign of his fellowship with him in his death and 
resurrection; of his being engrafted into him; of remission of sins; and of his 
giving up unto God, through Jesus Christ, to live and walk in newness of life." 

 
(9)  The New Hampshire Baptist Confession (1833), Article 14 

 
"We believe that Christian Baptism is the immersion in water of a believer 

into the name of the Father, and Son, and Holy Ghost; to show forth, in a 
solemn and beautiful emblem, our faith in the crucified, buried, and risen 
Saviour, with its effect in our death to sin and resurrection to a new life; that it is 
prerequisite to the privileges of a Church relation; and to the Lord's Supper. . . 
." 
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