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There are two remaining points: that the Old Testament fathers (1) had Christ 

as pledge of their covenant, and (2) put in him all trust of future blessedness . . . . Let 
us, therefore, boldly establish a principle unassailable by any stratagems of the devil: 
the Old Testament or Covenant that the Lord had made with the Israelites had not 
been limited to earthly things, but contained a promise of spiritual and eternal life. 
The expectation of this must have been impressed upon the hearts of all who truly 
consented to the covenant. But away with this insane and dangerous opinion -- that 
the Lord promised the Jews, or that they sought for themselves, nothing but a full 
belly, delights of the flesh, flourishing wealth, outward power, fruitfulness of offspring, 
and whatever the natural man prizes! Christ the Lord promises to his followers today 
no other 'Kingdom of Heaven' than that in which they may 'sit at table with Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob' (Matt. 8:11). Peter declared that the Jews of his day were heirs of 
the grace of the gospel because they were the 'sons of the prophets, included in the 
covenant which the Lord of old made with his people' (Acts 3:25) . . . . In this he has 
given a sure pledge that whatever be did or suffered in acquiring eternal salvation 
pertains to the believers of Old Testament as much as to ourselves." 

 -- John Calvin, Institutes of the Christian Religion, ed. John T. McNeill, trans. 
Ford Lewis Battles (Phila.: The Westminster Press, 1960), Volume I, pp. 429-430, 
434-435, 440-449. 

 
(2)  The Westminster Confession of Faith, Chapter 7, articles 1-4: 

 
"I. The distance between God and the creature is so great, that although 

reasonable creatures do owe obedience unto Hirn as their Creator, yet they could 
never have any fruition of Him as their blessedness and reward, but by some 
voluntary condescension on God's part, which He hath been pleased to express by 
way of covenant. 

II. The first covenant made with man was a covenant of works, wherein life was 
promised to Adam; and in him to his posterity, upon condition of perfect and personal 
obedience. 

III. Man, by his fall, having made himself incapable of life by that covenant, the 
Lord was pleased to make a second, commonly called the covenant of grace; 
wherein He freely offereth unto sinners life and salvation by Jesus Christ; requiring of 
them faith in Hirn, that they may be saved, and promising to give unto all those that 
are ordained unto eternal life His Holy Spirit, to make them willing, and able to 
believe. 

IV. This covenant of grace is frequently set forth in Scripture by the name of a 
testament, in reference to the death of Jesus Christ the Testator, and to the 
everlasting inheritance, with all things belonging to it, therein bequeathed. 

 
(3)  Charles Hodge, Systematic Theology, "Covenant of Works," "The Covenant of 

Grace": 
 

"COVENANT OF WORKS. God having created man after his own image in 
knowledge, righteousness, and holiness, entered into a covenant of
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